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Assignment: The Rhetorical Appeals

Defensible Space is your
property’s front line defense
against wildfire. Creating
and maintaining defensible
space around your home can
dramatically increase your
home’s chance of surviving
a wildfire and improves

the safety of firefighters
defending your property.
100 feet of defensible space
is required by law.*
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*For more information on creating defensible
space and legal requirements visit

READYFORWILDFIRE.ORG

TWO ZONES MAKE UP THE REQUIRED
100 FEET OF DEFENSIBLE SPACE:

ZONE 1: 30 feet of Lean, Clean & Green
© Remove all dead plants, grass and weeds.
@ Remove decd or dry leaves and pine needles
from your yard, roof and rain gutters.
© Keep tree branches 10 feet away from
your chimney and other frees.
ZONE 2: 30-100 feet of Reduced Fuel
@ Cut or mow annual grass down to
a maximum height of 4 inches.

© Create horizontal spacing between
shrubs and trees.

O Create vertical spacing between
grass, shrubs and trees.

Use Equipment Properly to

Keep from Sparking a Wildfire

o Mow before 10 a.m., and never on
a hot or windy day. String frimmers
are a safer option (vs. lawnmowers)
for clearing vegetation.

VERTICAL SPACING

Large trees do not have to be cut and removed
as long as all of the plants beneath them are
removed. This eliminates a vertical “fire ladder.”

e

30FEET i _  REDUCED FUEL ZONE 70 FEEY

HORIZONTAL SPACING

Create horizontal and vertical spacing between
plants, the amount of spacing will depend on
how steep the slope is and the size of the plants.



This type of add is on some level important to everyone, hence it is posted outside stores and
public spaces. On a deeper level, it is most relevant to homeowners and land lords as they
stand to lose the most in the case of a wildfire. It is also more focused on the rural community
that often have large yards, even adjoining farmland or wild forest. One would say as landlords
and homeowners are often middleclass the add has middleclass appeal, but remains relevant
even to low income renters who would like to prevent loss of their personal belongings. Such
fire preparation is very important to persons living within forest boundaries. As a resident
within he Sierra National Forrest | have found myself on pre-evacuation due to wildfires twice
in 3 years with only the preparation | have made left as a final defense.

The add appeals most to Lagos, the logical tick list of things to do be prepared. Much of the
technical explanations as to how fires spread. The large bold line “Are you ready?” poses both
the logical yes/no response but also evokes the emotion of the terror of fire and the personal
loss it causes. The add further appeals to emotion of not only your personal loss of property but
also the lives of firefighters. This brings home the idea that it is really a life and death situation,
invoking a strong emotion. Lastly the distribution of this flyer/poster by Cal-fire firefights gives
it credibility. The text uses explanations to the recommended preparations using established
physics of fire to further strengthen the ethos.

What | take from this for my own writing is; to remember to base my augments in fact and well-
structured logic. To apply appropriate levels of emotion, as would be appropriate for the topic |
chose. Is it life or death or simply inconvenient. Lastly to remember to reference sound science

and authoritive sources to strengthen my credibility/ethos.
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